Cherry Point State Aguatic Reserve

Ghamy Faint State Aquatic Aesane
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Site Evaluation

Site History

Reserve Program

The zite extendsz frorm the boundarny of Birch Bay
State Parlito the border of the Lurnmi Mation
rezeniation, and excludesz three exizting and one
pending leazehold. Cherny Point itzelf iz a zmall
bulge of land just zouth of the nofthemmaoszt pier.
The reach iz digtinctive for its bathy metny with weater
depths reaching more than 70 feet just offshore
tnalking it an appealing area for shipping interestz. A
zpawning stock of herring and abundant offzhore
aquatic wvegetation attract a wide variety of wildlife.

This zite wasz among the first zites formally
withdrawen from leazing by Cormmizzioner of Public
Lands Jennifer Belcher in May 2000,

The Wazhington Department of Matural Fezources
(OMRY manages about 2.4 million acres of aguatic
landz on behalf of the public. DMNE. establizhed three
typez of reserves OMAC 3232-30-151) to help enzune
ervirontmental protection for public aguatic lands —
Education, Environmental and Scientific Fezerves.
Llzing thiz authonty the Commizzsioner of Fublic
Lands wathdresy zix zites frorm leazing to be
conzidered for Agquatic Bezerve statuz dunng 2000,

During 2002, DME developed an environmental
impact staterment (EIS) for the Agquatic Bezenes
Frogram. The final EIS waz adopted in
September 2002

Natural Resources

Site Management

All zix zites withdravwn from leasing in 2000 will be
evaluated for Aquatic Fezerve status during 2003, Sitez
wiill be evaluated uzing designation critena identified in
the programimatic EIS. Guidance for the uze of theze
deszignation criteria iz currently being developed by DMR.
with the aszistance of an extemal peer review committes.

Evaluation of the sites will be completed by a Technical
Advizory Committee. DMR 12 currently collecting all
available information regarding each of the six reserve
zitez through rezearch and public meetings. The
commmittee will ewaluate thiz infonmation and visit each site
befare rmaking their recommendation to the
Commizsioner of Public Lands.

Spawning later than other regional stocks, the
Cherry Point stock of Pacific herning haz long been
conzidered unigue. Once the largeszt stock in
Wazhington, monitoring effortz have documented a
steep decline in the health of thiz stock - Biomazs
has declined frorm more than 11,000 tons in the
1970 s to just more than 1,000 tonz recently.

K.elp bedz are found just offzhore throughout this
reach while other agquatic wegetation including
eelgrazs iz locally abundant. The location of Cherny
Foint between Lurnmi and Birch Bay s male thiz
area ah Impaortant area formany manne birdz az
weell @z an importtant corndor used by zalmon.

Followang the detemmination by the Commizsioner of
Fublic Landsz regarding Agquatic Rezerve status, DMNE.
weill begin a State Environmental Protection Act (SEFPA)
public processz to develop management planz for each
zite, This process will occur for zites dezignated as
Aquatic Bezerve: az well az thoze thatwill no longer
be part of the Aguatic Reserve Program.

DME expects to worl:with many partners, including
other agencies, tfribes, local govemments and
organizations to develop and implement management
planz for Aguatic Reserves.
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